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1425 Mountain Drive North
Bethlehem, PA  18015-4722
June, 2015
Dear Parents, 

Understanding your child’s academic achievement is beneficial to help them excel and succeed. The Iowa Assessments make this possible by providing detailed information about your child in a variety of important content areas including Reading, English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.

Information concerning the Iowa Assessment:
· The assessments produce information that enable sound decision making and provide a focus for teachers to evaluate their instruction.

· The Iowa Assessments help determine how students are performing on the diocesan curriculum and PA Standards.
· The Iowa Assessments measure student growth and progress from year to year.

· The Iowa Assessments help teachers identify a student’s strengths and identify areas that may need review.
· The Iowa Assessments provide information about your child’s performance relative to local and national standards.
The Iowa Assessments provide information that allows educators and parents to compare student performance to the most current representative sample available.

Using the results of the assessment, we encourage you to work together with your child’s teacher to identify and address educational needs. The results will help prepare your child for the next step on their educational path.

This will be the first year for the 2011 normed tests. Due to the added rigor and the new norms, scores may show a slight decline, which is usual with a new test. As in the past, this will give us benchmarks to set goals for the schools and the diocese.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school. 
Sincerely,
Sister Anita P. Gallagher, IHM

Assistant Superintendent, Curriculum
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