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The Diocese of Allentown is committed  
to the concept that all children are unique, 
learn at different rates and are to be  
challenged to their fullest potential. 

The Aquinas Learning Support  
Program (ALSP) is for students with  
diagnosed learning disabilities at the  
elementary and secondary levels. Its unique 
emphasis is on learning strategies and study 
skills to help children foster independence. 
Students are challenged to learn self- 
acceptance, self-discipline, cooperation  
skills, consistent work habits, and become 
responsible members in the community.

Elementary students receive specialized 
instruction for half the school day to  
address their learning disability. They join  
their peers in their own grade levels for 
religion, social studies, science, physical 
education, music, computer and art, thereby 
assuring integration.

Secondary students are rostered into the 
general education classes including a  
Learning Strategies Class one period per day. 

The ALSP is currently available at the  
elementary level at St. John Vianney  
Regional School, Allentown and St. Margaret 
School, Reading. High schools that offer the 
program are Berks Catholic, Reading and 
Notre Dame, Easton.

“ When our son visited the Aquinas Learning Support Program, he stated without doubt or  
 hesitation, ‘I can be me here.’ As his parents, we knew that this program would provide an  
 environment of caring and challenging personal growth for students. What we didn’t know  
	 then	was	how	quickly	he	would	flourish...solid	success	by	the	second	quarter!	We	are	grateful	 
 to the ALSP team for how they worked with us to ensure that our son’s transition happened in  
 a way that set the stage for his own personal achievement.” 

Results in the Classroom. 

The primary purpose of the Aquinas Learning Support Program is to offer a Christ-centered, quality 

academic education within a Catholic school environment for children and young adults with  

diagnosed learning disabilities. The growth of the whole child is a priority. Most importantly is the 

development of a relationship with God. Students in the ALSP are fully incorporated into the prayer 

services and liturgical celebrations of the school. 

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY

[ Research has shown that students 
whose needs are addressed individually 
and in a manner unique to that child, 
they are capable of achieving self- 
confidence and academic success.



Success in Life.

APPLICATION 
A completed application and all required clinical documentation must be submitted to the Director 
of Special Education Programs (SEP), Office of Education, 2145 Madison Avenue, Bethlehem, PA 
18017. The Director of SEP determines the appropriateness of the Aquinas Learning Support  
Program for the applicants. Placement is not guaranteed and is made on a space-available basis.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
For a child to be considered for the ALSP, they must be diagnosed with a specific learning disability, 
be of average or above-average intelligence and possess an eagerness to learn and cooperate. In  
addition, the following evaluations must be conducted and submitted: 
– A full psycho-educational evaluation completed within the last two years including: WISC-III or  
 Stanford Binet Test, Math Inventory, Perception Test and a Reading Inventory. 
– Relevant medical/health records including a neurological evaluation, if applicable. 
– A student’s most recent annual report card including copies of their discipline records. 
– A student’s most recent CER or IEP, if applicable.

ACCEPTANCE 
Upon acceptance, students are fully incorporated into their designated school and are responsible  
for complying with all rules and regulations. After careful assessment, an Instructional Plan (IP)  
is constructed for each student to assure that academic needs are met at their present level of  
achievement. Their IP will progress at a rate that enhances the student’s potential for success.

TEACHERS 
Our teachers facilitate the development of good relationships among students and their peers, as 
well as between student and educator. Aquinas Learning Support Program teachers are certified in 
Special Education, with access to instructional support from Reading and Math Specialists.

TUITION 
Annual tuition is the same for all families regardless of which academic level a child participates in. 
Rates vary from school to school. Catholic families qualify for parish rate tuition regardless of which 
school accepts their child into the ALSP. An annual, non-refundable registration fee is required. 
Financial aid is available. 

TRANSPORTATION 
Transportation is provided by the local school district in which a student resides only if the outer 
boundary of the district is within a 10-mile radius of the designated school providing the ALSP.  
Special circumstances for transportation outside the 10 mile radius will be explored on an individual 
basis, but is not guaranteed.

The goals of the Aquinas Learning 
Support Program are to:

– Service individual students who have 
 been identified with a specific 
 learning disability as well as: 
 - Slower patterns of learning 
	 -	 Attention	Deficit	Disorder	(ADD 
	 -	 Attention	Deficit	Hyperactive	 
	 	 Disorder	(ADHD) 
 - Performing below grade level  
  and/or anticipated grade level 
	 -	 Autism	(highly	functional) 
	 -	 Obsessive	Compulsive	Disorder	(OCD) 
 - Asperger’s Syndrome 
 - Visual and hearing impaired

– Create an Individualized Plan for  
 each student based on their specific  
 areas of need.

– Adapt curriculum as appropriate for  
 identified students with special needs.

GOALS
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 ELEMENTARY

 ST. JOHN  VIANNEY REGIONAL SCHOOL 
 210 N. 18th Street, Allentown, PA 18104 
 Mrs. Robin Fredericks, Principal 
 610-435-8981 
 www.StJohnVianneySchool.org

 ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL 
 233 Spring Street Reading, PA 19601 
 Sr. Marian Michele Smith, Principal 
 610-375-1882 
 www.teacherweb.com/PA/smsreading

 
 SECONDARY

 BERKS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
 955 E. Wyomissing Blvd. Reading, PA 19611 
 Mr. Tony Balistere, Principal 
 610-374-8361 
 www.berkscatholic.org

 NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL 
 3417 Church Street Easton, PA 18045 
 Mr. Joseph R. Kramer, Jr., Principal 
 610-868-1431 
 www.ndcrusaders.org

 

For questions about the Aquinas Learning Support Program  
or the Admissions process, please contact:

Brooke Ann Cortese, Ed.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for  

Special Education and Secondary Education 
2145 Madison Avenue  |  Bethlehem, PA 18017 

Phone: 610-866-0581, Extension 25 
Fax: 610-867-8702 

E-mail: bcortese@allentowndiocese.org

MaryAnn Hartzell 
Administrative Assistant for Special Education Programs 

Phone: 610-866-0581, Extension 29 
E-mail: mhartzell@allentowndiocese.org

“ Our daughter has been attending the Aquinas Learning  
 Support Program for over a year now and it has made such  
 a huge difference in her learning experience. The dedicated,  
 enthusiastic and caring staff have built up her self-esteem.  
 She’s more positive about school and feels comfortable in her  
 classroom environment. Through the ALSP, she has learned  
	 sound	work	habits,	reads	confidently	and	is	developing	the	 
 tools to overcome obstacles. We are very grateful!” 

St. John Vianney
REGIONAL SCHOOL


